
 
 

TO: Iowa Labor Leaders 
 

FROM: Betty Brim-Hunter, State Director 
 

SUBJECT:  Labor 2008 Iowa Newsletter June 5, 2008 
 

I. State Directorõs Message-The results of the June 3rd Democratic primary race 
point out the importance of member-to-member contact.  The Iowa Federation of Labor 
endorsed candidates in six contested primary races and the endorsed candidates won 
in five of those contests: Leonard Boswell ï 3rd CD, Deb Berry ï HD 22, Jerry 
Sullivan ï HD 59, Wayne Ford ï HD 65 and Jerry Kearns ï HD 92. 
 
Our endorsed candidate, union member Francis Giunta (CWA Dubuque), unfortunately 
lost in the contest in HD 27. 
 
One example of the work Labor did during these primary races was evident in HD 65.  
Labor volunteers knocked over 800 union household doors in Representative Wayne 
Fordôs district.  The day after the election The Des Moines Register reported that  
Representative Ford attributed his win largely to support from local labor unions. 
 
We must keep building momentum through personal contact in our membersô worksites, 
expand our reach into union neighborhoods through our walks and amplify our message 
through print media, online media channels and candidate forums, to further challenge 
and engage politicians and the general public.     
 
As part of the June Labor 2008 program, we will engage in the Million Member 
Mobilization for the Employee Free Choice Act.  We will educate members about the 
EFCA and define Senator John McCainôs position on workersô rights.  Senator McCain 
is not a co-sponsor of the EFCA.  On June 26, 2007 he voted to block a Senate vote on 
the bill, saying he is ñstrongly opposedò to it.  Instead of supporting the Employee Free 
Choice Act, McCain voted for a national ñright to work for lessò law that would attempt to 
eliminate unions altogether.  (H.R. 800, Vote #227, 6/26/07; S. 1788, Vote #188, 7/10/96) 

 

II.  Action From Around the State  
 

a. Labor 2008 Kick-Off and Political Action Training- The Iowa Labor 2008 Kick-Off 

and Political Action Training was held in Des Moines with over 40 union activists in 
attendance representing 8 International Unions. The training concentrated on worksite- 
based mobilization, how to talk to your members about politics, building activism at the 
Local and the power of member-to-member communications.  The response to the 
training was very positive! 

 



Labor 2008 Kick-Off and Political Action Training 

 

 
 

Jan Laue, Executive Vice-President of the Iowa Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO updates 
everyone on the 2007 Iowa Legislative session and the importance of Labor 2008. 

 
 
Dave Carpio, AFL-CIO Political instructor, talks to participants about the importance of 

talking issues to our members during an election. 


